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Dom Jean Chauvet as Editor of the Chartae of the
Carthusian General Chapter

John Clark

The work of Dom Jean Chauvet falls within that awakening of interest within the
Carthusian Order in its own history which was a feature of the seventeenth century' — an
awakening of histotical awareness matched in other religious Orders. The writings of Dom
Clément Bohic, Dom Nicolas Molin, Dom Charles le Couteulx, and Dom Léon le Vasseur
have been printed by theit confréres; the collections made and transcribed by Dom Jean
Chauvet from the Acts of the Carthusian General Chapter ate in process of publication
within the AC Chartae project.’

Dom Le Vasseur knew Dom Chauvet, and gives an evocative biography of him in
his Ephemerides.* He tells us that Dom Chauvet was botn on August 5® 1607, in Loudun, of
a highly regarded family. As a young man Jean Chauvet studied Classics in France,
Philosophy at Cologne, and Theology at Rome. He was expert in Greek as well as in Latin.

Jean Chauvet had an elder brother Auguste who in his youth went on the grand
tour; while doing this, he was captured by pirates. Jean went to Malta to pay his ransom,
and the two brothets returned to France, landing at Marseilles.

On the way home, Auguste determined to visit the Grande Chartreuse, and Jean
accompanied him. Both took the Carthusian habit, but during their novitiate Auguste had a
breakdown in health, and with the good will of the Ptior, Dom Juste Petrot, both brothers
returned to their father's house until Auguste should be fully recovered. Subsequently
Auguste and Jean were both re-admitted to the Order. Auguste made his profession on
Septembet 8", the Birthday of our Lady, 1641; Jean made his profession on the same
Festival in 1642. On September 21* 1646 Dom Jean Chauvet was instituted as Sctibe of the
Grande Chartreuse by the Prior, Dom Leon Tixier,’ and persevered in this office until his
death, which took place on Chtistmas Day 1667 in the Carthusian nunnery of Mélan. The
Prior-General of the day, Dom Jean Pégon (Ptior from 1649-1675) had, according to Dom
le Vasseur, so high a regard for Dom Jean Chauvet that he designated him as his successor
if he should outlive him. Dom Chauvet was an exemplary monk, kind in his bearing
towards all, learned, a sharer in the counsels of the Reverend Father and an assistant in his

wotk. He visited many chartethouses, and was highly esteemed by all, in France, Italy and
Germany.

! On Carthusian historians, see James Hogg, 'Carthusian Annals', in Spiritualitdt Heute und Gestern, Band
14, AC 35:14, Salzburg 1991, pp. 199-205.

2 C. Bohic, Chronicon Ordinis Cartusiensis, 4 vols.; Tournai/Parkminster, 1911-1954; N. Molin, Historia
Cartusiana, 3 vols., Tournai 1903-1906; C. le Couteulx, Annales Ordinis Cartusiensis, 7 vols. + index
vol., Montreuil 1887-1991; L. le Vasseur, Ephemerides Ordinis Cartusiensis, 5 vols., Montreuil 1890-
1992,

* So far published: The Chartae of the General Chapter of the Urbanist Observance during the Great
Schism (includes also the chartae for the Avignon obedience and for the Spanish charterhouses 1411-
1418), ed. John Clark, AC 100:25 (4 vols.), Salzburg 1995; T7 ransumptum ex Chartis Capituli Generalis:
ab anno 1250 ad annum 1379, ed. John Clark, AC 100:29, Salzburg 1998; The Chartae of the Carthusian
General Chapter 1504-1515: A Supplement to Ms. Parkminster B 62, ed. John Clark, AC 100:30,
Salzburg 1998; The Chartae of the Carthusian General Chapter 1475-1503, ed. John Clark, AC 100:31,
Salzburg 1998. Editions of Dom Chauvet's chartae-texts for 1536-1658 are in preparation.

* Ephemerides, Vol. 4, pp. 568 col. a — 575 col. b.

> Ibid., p. 568 col. b.
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Dom le Vasseur refers to Dom Chauvet's wotk on the charfae, which he excerpted
(excerpsit) 1n five volumes; in this work he showed great discetnment, accuracy and skill. —
summa  sagacitas indagandis vestigandisque, summa discernendis peritia, examinandis pensitandisque
Judicium circum-spectissimum. Dom Chauvet also made a most accurate list of the Priors of the
Grande Chartreuse. From vatious charterhouses in Germany and Italy he collected chartae
of the Chapters celebrated during the Great Schism.® He was tireless in seeking from other
charterhouses chartae of which there were no copies at the Grande Chartreuse, which he
transcribed.

Dom le Vasseur had made the acquaintance of Dom Chauvet in 1656 when the
latter had been sent by the Prior General to the Visitors of Belgium, Picardy, and Francia,
and was passing through the chartethouse of Bourbon-lés-Gaillon, where Dom le Vasseur
was Vicar. From that time these two monks, together with Dom Chatles le Couteulx also
of Bourbon-lés-Gaillon, worked in close collaboration on Carthusian archival matter; it was
through Dom Chauvet that the work of le Vasseur and le Couteulx came to be taken under
the wing of Dom Pérgon, the Prior-General. Writing in the Ephemerides, Dom le Vasseur
says that out of this collaboration grew seventeen volumes of records of the Carthusian
Otder, besides eleven volumes of chartae in folio transcribed by le Couteulx (ab eodem D.
Carolo).”

The majority of Dom Chauvet's extant writings, especially his writings on
Carthusian matters, are kept at the Grande Chartreuse; there are some letters by him on
vatious subjects at the Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris.®

Dom Chauvet's transcripts of the chartae, conserved at the Grande Chartreuse,
answer to the account given by Dom le Vasseur. Ms. 1 Cart. 14 consists of four parts in
five volumes.” The common division of these volumes as they stand is based on multiples
of fifty years or theteabouts; this rather mechanical division, however convenient for the
reader, tends to obscure the manner in which Dom Chauvet actually compiled his material,
since his soutces, which he notes where he is copying from a single manuscript, or from a
bound volume or register of chartae, do not correspond with these handy divisions. Of the
various bound volumes which together constitute Ms. 1 Cart. 14, Tome I contains material
for 1250 to 1401; for the years from 1380 to 1401 the material is for Provinces and houses
of the Avignon obedience. Tome II contains material from 1402-1500; for 1402 to 1410
the material is again for the Provinces and houses of the Avignon obedience. Tome Illa
runs from 1501-1550, Tome ITIb from 1551-1599; Tome IIII from 1600 to 1658.

Ms. Catt 43 contains the chartae for the Urbanist Obedience from the years 1380-
1409 (though not for 1410), and also the chartae for the Spanish houses from 1411-1418;
during these years the Spanish houses did not recognise the re-unification of the Order
which had been achieved in 1411."

The scope of Dom Chauvet's transcripts vaties according to the availability of
material and what he perceived as the need. In Ms. 1. 1 Cart. 14 Tome I, at any rate for the
years prior to the Avignon Schism, he appears to have aimed at as complete a transcript as
possible from the available material. The completeness of the chartae vaties considerably,
and for some years there is nothing. Where obit-lists are included, we may assume that in

® Ibid., p. 569 col. a.

7 Ibid., p. 569 col. b.

® Paris, Bibliothéque Nationale, Fonds Francais, mss. 13042; 20282; Bibliotheque Nationale, Collection
Dupuy 790. —James Hogg, Kartduserhandschriftenbestinde in éffentlichen Bibliotheken Frankreichs, AC
165, Salzburg 2000, p. 74.

® Described by Dom Luc Fauchon, O. Cart., Archivist of the Grande Chartreuse, in The Chartae of the ...
Urbanist Observance ..., Vol. 1, pp. xvi-xvii.

19 Described by Dom Luc Fauchon, ibid., pp. xvii-xviii.
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this area of his transctipts Dom Chauvet gave all the names that were in his exemplar. In
very many cases he used exemplars that are no longer available to us, — giving his texts a
particular importance — but a valuable control is provided by the Part-Dieu chartae, of
which the originals survive for 1359-1362, 1364, 1377-1379, in part at the Grande
Chartreuse (Ms. 1 Cart. 51), and in part at the Valsainte (no shelf-mark). These were
unknown to Dom Chauvet, but where both his transcripts and the Part-Dieu chartae ate
running, as in 1359, 1360, 1377, 1378, there is much agreement and overlap, and while at
some points, as might be expected, they cover slightly different ground, the material
provided by Dom Chauvet is not perceptibly abbreviated by comparison with that in Part-
Dieu.

For these years, Dom Chauvet seems to have relied commonly on local chartae
belonging to particular houses, analogous to those of Part-Dieu. Marginal notes indicate
some at least of his sources.’? As well as chartae belonging to the Grande Chartreuse (now
lost), he made use of chartae from Reposoir and Aillon near at hand, and from Casularum
and Padula further afield.

He also drew upon an unidentified 'Manuscriptum Florentinum' and a "Wetns Liber
Ordinationem Capitnli' for legislative material. The 'Manuscriptum Florentinum' — presumably
it is the same manuscript in each case — is also a subsidiary source for the Utbanist chartae
assembled in ms. 1 Cart. 43. The 'Vetus Liber ..." is a continuing supplementary soutce for
Dom Chauvet's work on chartae of later years; a legislative extract from apparently the same
"Vetus Liber Ordinationum' is appended to the charta for 1541 in a later volume of ms. 1
Cart. 14.”

In this eatly and particularly difficult area of the chartae, the meticulous editorial care
to which Dom le Vasseur refers is very apparent. Here and there Dom Chauvet notes that
a word is difficult to make out in his exemplar, and gives his own alternative readings.
Occasionally, where he has used more than one manuscript, he notes their variant
readings."*

Whete approptiate, he supplements the charfae with a reference to another historical
authority."” Where he sees that there is 2 historical problem to be resolved, a further inquiry
to be made, he high-lights this in the text.'s He will continue to do this throughout his
excerpts where he feels that this is needed.

The same care and completeness is found especially in his transcripts of the chartae
for the Urbanist obedience in ms. 1 Catt. 43."” Here we can study his editorial method very
closely, because the seventeenth-century transcripts for 1386-1409 which he sought out
and used as a basis for his text, centred on the province of Alemania Supetior, which were
brought to the General Chapter of 1648 by Johannes Serpentinus, Prior of Seitz, are extant
at the Grande Chartreuse under the self-mark of ms. 1 Cart. 4 — generally known as the

1 79 Part-Dieu Chartae, ed. John Clark, AC 100:33, Salzburg 1999.

2 Tyansumptum ... ab anno 1250 ad annum 1379, Introduction, pp. vii-xi, esp. pp. vii-X.

13 Ms. 1 Cart. 14, Tome I11a, pp. 228-9.

W g g Transumptum, p. 36, line 3; p. 52, line 3; p. 84, line 4. Examples could be multiplied.

1S B g Transumptum, p. 64, lines 13-14; a reference to Gallia Christiana on the founder of the Abbéville
charterhouse.

16 E g. ibid., p. 133, lines 5-6: Quaerendum, utrum fuerit domnus Clarus qui fuit Prior Cartusiae, et potuit
esse.

17 Ror an assessment of Dom Chauvet's editorial methods in the Urbanist chartae, see John Clark, 'The
Chartae of the Urbanist Observance', in Crises et Temps de Rupture en Chartreuse, XIV® — XX° Siecles:
Actes de Collogue International d'Histoire et de Spiritualité Cartusiennes (Chartreuse de Glandier, 15-18
Septembre 1994), ed. Alain Girard et Daniel le Blévec, AC (N.S.) 6, Nos. 11-12 (1994), pp. 37-47.

The points made below on Dom Chauvet's transcripts of the chartae of this period are developed more
fully in this article.


































